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Session Summary

The session concentrated on three mains areas

· Non-linearity across the timing range for SLR

· Uncertainty in the calibration values due to timer

· Current developments

Non-Linearity across the SLR timing range

Philip Gibbs set the scene by showing the old results that had been obtained comparing a large number of SR620s at Hx and also the Graz ET/SR620 comparisons.

Georg Kirchner gave a presentation on comparisons between the Graz ET and the new Riga timer.

Francis Pierron showed the results they have obtained on FTLRS for ET/SR620 comparisons.

Johannnes Utzinger showed the results from Zimmerwald  using two SR620s and the new Riga timer.

Uncertainty in the calibration values due to timer

This area of the session concentrated on the results stations have obtained using a movable target. 

Vicki Smith presented the results from Hx using SR620 timers

Mark Davis presented the results from NRL again using SR620 timer

Philip Gibbs presented the results transmitted to him from Moblas6 using HP5370

John Luck presented results from EOS using a vernier timing box rather than a moving target. The EOS timer is a timing card.

Howard Donavon showed the results obtained from Moblas 7 using HP5370.

Current/Future Developments

Kazimirs Lapushka gave a report of the current status of the Riga timers and told us of the current plans for future development.

Christopher Potter told us of the progress of the ET currnetly being built at Hx.

Francis Pierron gave us the details of the timing system being developed for T2L2 ( to be included on the Jason2 mission).

Summary

If we truly wish to have 1mm systems we must migrate away from the interval timers in common use amongst the SLR community and convert to epoch timers.

However epoch timers are very expensive and time consuming to build. A viable alternative may well be the Riga timer which is very affordable. This is currently going through a development phase to make the interface more user friendly.

Stations are encouraged to try the movable target tests to understand better the uncertainty in their calibrations. 

